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A packed bandstand during WWI, (HPC006.105) 
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Orchestras Research  
 
From the beginning concerts were a regular part of the Pier’s 
programme. By 1902, a typical promenade concert on the Pier consisted 
of classical music from the orchestra, conducted by Dr Abram, 
interspersed with ‘drawing room entertainments and sketches’ of a 
lighter nature.  This type of mixed entertainment concert was performed 
in the evenings and on Wednesday and Saturday afternoons; on 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday afternoons there were music only 
concerts and a sacred concert on Sunday afternoons and evenings.  
 
WW1 
In 1914, the Keith Prowse Orchestra performed on the Pier, the 
conductor was Mr James B Hastings. With the coming of War, some 
members of the orchestra with German connections were sacked and 
the origin of other foreign nationals was publicly listed. 
 
There was also discussion about whether it was appropriate to include 
Wagner in concerts in the future and a special concert was held in 
November 1914, with extra artistes brought in, and the proceeds were 
handed over to the ‘Hastings Sympathetic Eleven’ for providing clothing 
for soldiers at the front. The concerts became highly patriotic in tone. In 
December 1914, it was being reported that the concerts were popular 
amongst the soldiers billeted in the town and for some of the afternoon 
concerts, whole rows of seats were reserved for soldiers.  
 
From the end of March 1915, a new Municipal Band was created by 
Hastings Corporation for the summer season under the direction of 
Hiram Henton, who had a background in military bands and had 
previously performed a similar role in Eastbourne. They held concerts in 
the old bandstand on the seafront, and in the pavilion on the Pier. The 
band’s uniforms were dark blue with gold facings and Guard’s caps and 
they gave evening concerts at 7.15 on the Pier.  Then at the end of 
October 1915, a Winter Orchestra took over, again directed by Hiram 
Henton. For the winter concerts, the interior of the pavilion was 
transformed with curtains, flowers, settees, easy chairs and small tables 
into a large drawing room. 
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The quality and variety of the programme had to be top class in order to 
attract people down to the end of the Pier on cold winter’s nights – 
especially as wartime regulations greatly restricted the amount of street 
lighting allowed on the seafront. There was talk of the concert organisers 
arranging to have electric torches placed under the seats in the pavilion 
so that people could find their way off the Pier afterwards. In order to 
attract regular attendance at the concerts, season tickets were offered.  
The concerts continued right through the Christmas season, including 
Christmas Day.  
 
The programme of concerts from the Winter Orchestra continued 
through to April 1916, when the Military Band again took over for the 
summer season – with song and dance troupes such as The Aristocrats 
providing the light entertainment. From April 1916, the band was able – 
when the weather allowed - to use the new bandstand now open on the 
newly extended shore end of the Pier. 
 

 
The bandstand on the Pier HPC006.106 
 
Large numbers of Canadian troops were stationed in Hastings during the 
War. In August 1916, the 9th Battalion Canadian Band played in the new 
bandstand on the Pier, and some wounded soldiers were awarded 
medals. Six thousand people attended. 
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The autumn of 1916, saw the return of the Municipal Orchestra for 
another season. The twenty talented musicians were hand-picked by 
Hiram Henton. However, adjustments had to be made when individual 
members of the orchestra were called up into the armed forces. 
 
The summer programme for 1917 was proving very successful until the 
pavilion was burned down on 15th July. Following the fire, the shore end 
pavilion on the Pier was fitted out as a concert venue but it was smaller 
and had a much-reduced capacity. The indoor programmes on the pier 
were accordingly smaller in scale, though not diminished in quality, and 
events in the bandstand continued on as before.  
 
The Inter War period 
The new pavilion at the end of Hastings opened in 1922 and was a 
large, though rather less grand, venue for music and dance.  As well as 
the orchestral concerts, there were the usual summer season 
entertainments provided by song and dance troupes- the ‘concert party’.  
In 1924, it was the Patchwork concert party with comedy and burlesque.  
The 1930s was the era of the big band, swing etc, a popular attraction 
on the Pier was Alan Green and his Band, with twice daily concerts and 
dances in the evening. If the weather was good, the concerts would be 
in the bandstand, if not in the pavilion. The band’s signature tune was 
“It’s Jolly Good Company by the Sea” and each member of the band had 
their own extra quality, whether it was virtuosity with a variety of 
instruments, or a comic turn or the songs they sang etc. 
This programme for the Alan Green Band lists 118 items of music, 
across a whole range of classical and modern pieces, which the 
audience was invited to make requests from during the course of a 
concert or dance. 
 
After WWII 
When the Pier reopened after the War in 1947, there was a programme 
of concerts and dancing to Hector Davies and His Broadcasting Band. 
By the 1950s, the regular act was Frank Barker and his orchestra and 
they played every night except Sunday’s 
 
The early post war years also saw jazz on the Pier: Hastings & St 
Leonards Observer January 12th 1952 ‘At Hastings Pier next Monday, 
Dixieland jazz, which has regained wide appeal in this country since the 
war, makes its debut in the restaurant. The programme, which will 
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appeal mainly to the younger element, will also include jazz in the 
modern idiom, and there will be no restrictions placed on “jive” fans. The 
“line-up” will be recruited from local musicians, and will be called the 
Dixieland Stylists. With Dixieland and be-bop taking their place, the pier 
now provides a wide variety of music and dancing including modern 
ballroom, old time, and American square dancing. 
 
By 1954, it was Frank Barker and the Oceanaires performing for dancing 
three or four evenings a week. By the early 1960s, there were still 
resident dance orchestras and jazz bands but also the trend was 
growing for one-off performances by visiting big name bands. In the first 
few months of 1962, for example, Ray Elgar and his orchestra, Kenny 
Ball and His Jazzmen, The Temperance Seven and Humphrey Littleton 
and his Band, amongst others, all played there. By September 1962, it 
was bands like Joe Brown & The Bruvvers and Johnny Kidd & The 
Pirates who were appearing, a new era had begun.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note that this information is provided free of charge and whilst Hastings Pier Charity 
makes every effort to keep the information on the website accurate, the majority of the 
information comes from the general public and volunteers. We therefore disclaim any 
warranty or representation, express or implied about its accuracy, completeness or 
appropriateness for a particular purpose. If there are any errors, please contact Hastings 
Pier by email info@hpcharity.co.uk 


