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A view of White Rock from the Pier in the 1900s (HPC041.050) 
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A History of the White Rock Area 
 
White Rock 
The actual White Rock formerly stood just West of Priory Valley. The 
Rock increasingly became an obstacle to development of the town along 
the coast in the early 19th Century and was removed during 1834-5. 
This stretch of the seafront was previously named Stratford Place and 
Precursor Place before, becoming White Rock Place in 1881. 
 
The area had a brewery that was built in 1831, but this was demolished 
to make way for the Palace Hotel which was built in 1885. The White 
Rock Hotel was named the Yelton Hotel until 2005, the family name of 
its original owner, Mr F.J. Notley, spelt backwards. An infirmary once 
stood where the Spanish Colonial-style White Rock Theatre is today. 
Marriot's photographic shop opened in 1910 and still remains as such 
today. 
 
White Rock Infirmary 
The original infirmary on the sea front at White Rock was erected in 
1841 and enlarged two years later. In 1887 the building was replaced by 
the red brick Hastings, St Leonards & East Sussex Hospital. 
This building was noted for its circular wards which were at the time 
thought to be a superior design. 
 
A three-day bazaar was held at Warrior Square in April 1913. Opened by 
HRH The Duchess of Albany, this event raised money for the Hospital 
Removal Fund that was set up to help with the relocation of the hospital. 
The hospital eventually relocated to Cambridge Road later in 1913 and 
was renamed the Royal East Sussex Hospital (locally known as the 
RESH). 
 
The old building at White Rock was then demolished and the site was 
later used for the White Rock Pavilion (now named White Rock Theatre). 
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White Rock Pavilion / Theatre 
Built on the site of the Hastings, St Leonards & Sussex Hospital, the 
White Rock Pavilion was opened in April 1927 by the Prince of Wales 
(who later became Edward VIII). 
 
The building is designed in an attractive Spanish Colonial style by C 
Cowles-Voysey and HS Morgan. The same architects who designed the 
Judges Postcards building on Bexhill Road, and the style is instantly 
recognisable. The White Rock Pavilion provided Hastings with a much-
needed concert hall. 
 

 
White Rocks baths and Hastings Pier (HPC004.025a) 
 
White Rock Baths 
Originally opened in 1874 when the promenade was only 10 feet wide, 
the roof of the underground public baths formed part of the parade 
extension. There were two baths, and the bath furthest from the Pier 
was originally intended as an aquarium but due to lack of funds it was 
opened as a small bath for ladies. It possessed steps down into the bath 
rather than the usual side steps and was popular amongst younger 
swimmers. The Hastings water polo team played their matches in the 
larger pool. Both pools were of salt water. White Rock Baths was 
transformed into The Baths Cinema during 1912 and opened in 1913 
with seating for over 1,600 people. 
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White Rock Underground Car Park 
The underground car park opposite White rock pavilion was built by 
Sidney Little as part of the parade extension and was opened in June 
1936 by the Minister of Transport, Mr L Hore-Belisha. 
http://www.1066online.co.uk/hastings-history/hastings-town/ 
 
White Rock Baths and Bandstand 
June 30th, 1876 - Thomas Brassey laid the foundation stone for the 
White Rock Baths and Aquarium on 28 June. The arrangement at 
present was to proceed with the baths, leaving the aquarium for 
subsequent consideration. 
 
May 31st, 1876 - The first part of the new public baths at White Rock 
was opened by Thomas Brassey MP on Tuesday 28 May, “a most 
important event in the annals of this locality”. The baths were said to be 
the largest of their kind in England. The opening event at 4.00 pm was 
preceded at noon with the third annual meeting of the many  
shareholders of the Hastings and St Leonards Baths and Aquarium  
Company, which had built it. The total cost was £19,111, of which £150 
was for purchasing the site and £17,505 for actual construction, 
superintended by Mr L Dillon. It had cost more than expected, but the 
directors were confident that the income would cover that, and would 
pay for the next work. The part that was being opened was the 
‘gentlemen’s swimming bath’, measuring 180ft by 40ft, with depth from 
3ft 6ins to 8ft 9ins. It was said to be the largest tepid water swimming 
pool in the world. The construction of the baths had greatly improved 
and extended the promenade. The baths complex was built in stages so 
that revenue could be generated during construction. 
  
July 18th, 1879 - The Ladies Baths at White Rock were opened by Lady 
Brassey on 14 July. The adjoining Gentlemen’s Baths were opened last 
May and the remaining space was to be devoted to private and other 
baths. 
 
August 20th, 1880 - The private baths section of the White Rock Baths 
opened on 16 August.  
 
April 30th, 1882 - The Turkish Baths opened on. 
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October 26th, 1883 - A prominent and attractive bandstand was erected 
for the Town Band on the new Baths Parade, created by the building of 
the White Rock Baths. 
 
March 21st, 1901 - The Council on 15 March agreed there should be a 
new bandstand for the White Rock Baths Promenade to replace the 
existing disgraceful structure, which was too small. The cost would be 
£248, which some councillors felt to be mean. 
 
June 21st, 1901 - The removal of the “dilapidated and discarded” White 
Rock bandstand to the Marina in St Leonards had aroused great 
indignation. But the new bandstand was completed at White Rock on 
Wednesday 17 July, and it was considered to be an ornament to the 
Front. The old bandstand was moved to Alexandra Park on Wednesday 
14 August, with the move taking place at 4 am to avoid disturbances. 
The News of 23 August said that had been an alleged plot to burn the 
old bandstand if it had stayed at Marina. It had been repainted by the 
end of September. 
 
June 27th, 1931 - The greatly improved White Rock Baths were opened 
by Earl Howe; £34,000 had been spent on them, one of Sydney Little’s 
proposals. 
http://hastingschronicle.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please note that this information is provided free of charge and whilst Hastings Pier Charity 
makes every effort to keep the information on the website accurate, the majority of the 
information comes from the general public and volunteers. We therefore disclaim any 
warranty or representation, express or implied about its accuracy, completeness or 
appropriateness for a particular purpose. If there are any errors, please contact Hastings 
Pier by email info@hpcharity.co.uk 


